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My LORD, 
SI inſtracted by the Ancient Fathers t9 
Sug 127 itle of 805 , or High. Prieſt to 
the Biſhop. qui eſt Summus Sacerdos : 
* > Sa amy omn Experience obliges me to acłnom- 
ledge that your Lordſhip has been to me, as well as 
man) others, a Gracious High-Prieſt, who ſbews 
great Compaſſion toward the Ignorant, and on 
them that are out of the way. Tour Lordſhip, 
a5 a good Shepherd, both by your ſelf, and Excellent 
| Clergy, who are ſubject to you, ſhew 4 ſuitable Real for 
| bringing back the Sheep which have gone aſtray, 
and you receive thew with pen Arms iata the Church; 
It has been my great unhappineſs to have been ſo long 
engag d in a woful Schiſm, and to have taken upon 
me to Officiate as a Miniſter, which I am nom Con- 
vinced ] had no right Call to do. I have publiſh'd 
15 which 
contains the Chief Reaſons fm coming out from 
among them, and my begging admiſſion into the 
Cherch. This Diſcourſe is my Sermon Preach'd at 
White-chappel, Corrected and Eularg d, with deſign 
that my Acknowledements might be more full, and 
'the Diſcourle more uſefull, if it ſhall pleæſe God to 
give his'Blefſing, towards the Converſion of 55 late 
1 Az Breibren; 
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The Dedication 


Bretbres, ſeveral of whom indeed have a Zeal for | 
God, but not according to knowledge. 1 lay hold 
of this Opportunity, to give this Teſtimony of my 
Gratitude to your Lord ſhip, and to own to the W, or la, 
Fas d an; with great Veneration, 


* 


| May it pleaſe your L ORD SHI P, 
Your LORDSHIP's 
Moſt Obedient Servant, 1 


ns a _ 
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HE BR. v. Ver. 4, 5; 


And no man taketh this Honour to him- 


ſelf, but he that is caller! of God, as 
was Aaron. ” ng 


So alſo Chriſt glorified not himſelf, to be 


made an High-Prieſt ; but he that ſaid | 
unto him, Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten thee. 


ſets forth the Perſonal Qualifications, and 
the Duties of the Sacred Function of the 
High-Prieft, and in the Words of my Text, 


. 1 the foregoing Verſes, the Apoſtle St. Pail 


his Call to that moſt Honourable Office. 


THE former made him meet for it, the lat- 
ter veſted him with a Title and Right to it. 
The Conſequence is, that for One to be ſepa- 


rated from the body of the People, to ſtand be fore 


the Lord to miniſter unto him, and to bleſs in his 
Name; to be entruſted with the Miniſtry of Re- 


conciliation betwixt God and Man, and Chrift's 
 * Ambaſſador to Men, he muſt be duly called, a 
right Method and Order muſt be obſerv'd : The 


Heavenly Jeruſalem, the Mother of us all, is, by 


the Almighty God, the Lord and Father of that 


Family, 


CSS ——— » 
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Family, preſerv'd in the greateſt Order, and 
. belt Government, and can we imagine that he 
has taken no care of his Family upon Earth, his 
Church Militant, whea all wiſe Men are agreed 
that Order and Government are indiſpenſibly 
and eſſentially neceſſary to the Preſervation, 
Peace and Welfare of every Society ; in which 
there muſt be a due 8ubordination, which is in- 
conſiſtent with Parity ; for, where there are 
none to command, none will obey, and where 
every one is ſet looſe from the Yoke of Govern- 
ment, dice what is right in his own eyes, what 
pleaſes him beſt, Confuſion, and every evil 
Work will be the unavoidable Conſequences. 
To prevent which dreadful Evils, our Bleſſed | 
Saviour hath inſtituted ſeveral Orders of Officers 
in his Church, to be continued to the end of the 
World, and promis'd to be with them alway, even 
into the end, and the conſummation of all things, 
For when he aſcended up on high he gave Gifts unto 
Men, ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evange- 
liſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting 
of the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 
edifying of the Body of Chriſt: Till we all come in 
the unity of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Sqn of God, unto à perfect Man, unto the meaſure of 
the Stature of the Fullneſs of Chriſt, Epeſ. iv. 
8. ii 12, 13. | OD 
St. John the Baptift tells us, Aman can receive 
nothing, except it be given him from Heaven, 
John lii. 27. Let me ask theſe few Queſtions. 
Can any Man ftand before the Lord to miniſter to 
him, unleſs choſen by him? Can he diſpenſe 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliation, unleſs it be com- 
; „ mitted 


= C9 
mitted to bu Tru by God? Can he execute the 
= Office of an Ambaſſador of Cbrit, unleſs ap- 
pointed by his Principal ? Can he remit or retain, 
Sins, without being authorized by him, to whom 
all Power in Heaven and Earth is given ? who 
laid, As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend I jou. Can 
any Man blef,, in the Name of God, with effect, 
but he whom God has impower'd, to bleſs in his 
Name? Can any Perſon ratifie and ſeal God's 
Covenant with Men, but he who has receiv*d 
full Powers from Heaven for that End? Or, 
Can they Preach, except they be ſent ? Or, in 
the Words of my Text, Can any Man take this 
Honour to himſelf, &c. *T would be Blaſphemy 
to anſwer any one of theſe Queſtions in the Affir- 
mative, and coatrary to the expreſs Texts of 
Scripture. on 
Until it pleas'd God to make the Children of 
Iſrael his peculiar People, the Prieſthood appears 
to have been appropriated to the Firſt · born, and 
the major Domo, or Father of the Family execu- 
ted the Prieſtly- Office; and for that Reaſon E/as 
is ſtigmatiz'd by the Apoſtle, Heb. xii. 16. as a 
prophane Perſon, for ſelling his Birth-right. But 
when the Almighty brought Iſrael out of Egypt, 
and Judah was become his Sanctuary, and Iſrael his 
Dominion, He ſeparated the Tribe of Levi from 
the Congregation of 1/rael, to bring them near to 
himſelf, to do the ſervice of the Tabernacle of the 
Lord, inſtead of all the fir it. born among the children 
of Tjrael, & c. Num. iii. 45. xvi. 9. But he conferrd 
the Prieſthood upon Aaron and his Sons, and ap- 
pointed Moſes to conſecrate him with great Solem- 
nity before the whole Congregation, as you have 
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it at length, Exod. xxviii. and Lev. viii. Accord- 
ingly Moſes conſecrated Aaron, Agitatus a Deo con- 


ſecrationis principe, ſays Dionyſias; that is, Stirred 


ap by God the Principal, or Author of the Conſecrati- 


on, Moſes perform'd the external Rites of Conſ:- 


cration, but God was the Conſecrator, Mofes ap- 
pointed Aaron to the Prieſthood, but it was only as 


the Miniſter and' Deputy under God, the Chief 


Conſecrator. Aaron deriv'd his Honour and Office 
from God, and not from his younger Brother. No 
man takerh "oe Honoar, Sc. nor recelyes it, but 


from GUD. 


In diſcourſing on chef: Words, [ {hall . 
the following Method. 


I. I will ſpeak in a few Words to the Ho- 
nourableneſs of the Mini ſteri 2 Office, 


II. Shew that Epiſcopal Ordinatios only, ay 
confer that Sacred Office, | 


III. That Valid Orders cannot be conferr'd by 
any of the Diſſeaters, of whatever Denomy 
Nation. 


IV. The Neceſſity of an outward Call, 


Firſt, I ſhall not ſpend time to prove, that be- . 


fore hes Inſtitution of the Aaronical Prieſthood, 


that Office was never ſeparated from the Primo- 
geniture; The Firf-born; the Excellency of 
Cizaity ; the Chief of the Family, was always 
Prieſt; and as God claim'd a Right · of having him 


devoted to himlelf, fo his Sacerdotal Office was 


ne greateſt Honour he poſſeſs'd. Twas thas 
mich 


T3 


hiſedeck, che Prie# of the mot 


_-_ 


not ſteafaſtly behold the Face of Moſes, for the Glo— 
ry of his Countenance, which Glory was to be done 
away ; how fhall act the Miniſtration of the Spirit 
be rather Glorious! For if the Miniſtration of 
Condemnation be Glory, how much more doth the 
Miniſiration of Righteouſneſs exceed” in Glory. 
And in tlie next Verfe, it is called the Glory that 
er „ 
The Epithets given by the Spirit of God, 
throughout the New Teſtament, to the Meni. 


ers of it, are ſo Great and Honourable, as to 
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raiſe their Digaity, and command Veneration. 
They are ftiled, the Shepherds of Chriſt's Flock, 
under the great Shepherd; Governors and Rulers of 
the Pecple; Miniſters of Chrit; Prieſts of God; 
the Salt of the Earth ; barning and ſnining Lig his; 
Lights ſet upon a Candleſtick; Stars; Angels; 
Ambaſſadors of Chriſt; Diſpenſers of the Myſteries 
of God; Apeſtles of. the Churches; the Gl ory of 
(ri; * of God, to diſpenſe the Rithes 
of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chri#, And if ſuch an 
Office be honourable among Men, it is ſtrange, if 
it be not ſo in the Church, in them who make 
it their buſineſs to egrich the World with the un- 
fearchable and inexhauſtible Riches of Chriſt: 
For it is they who ſhew the Mine of 1 incompa rable il 
treaſure, they dig it up, an offer it, as Spiritual 
Nierchants, to the People; God enriches the whole 
W ae 1d by them, This Treaſure is not commited 
tot te Ang -cls, it is put in Earthen Veſſels, Hat the 
E xceHency of the — 21 be of God, and not of us, 
2 Cor. iv. 7. I ſay, ics diſpens'd by the Miniſters 
a (Hi, whom we preach, lays St. Paal, warning 

WVErY Man, a teaching every Man in af wiſdom, 
hat we may preſent every Man perfect in Chriit Je- 
ſus, Col. i. 28. But that which raiſes the Prieſt- 
hood to the higheſt Pitch of Honour, is, that the 
Son ot God, the E Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, 
the expreſs lange of his Perſon, whom all the Angels | 
of God do mar , became a High Prieſt, and per- 
formed all the Parts of that Office for the loſt 
Race of Mankind, in Praying, Offering himſelf 
a Sacrifice for vs, Bleſſing us, and Interce eding 
at the Right-Hand of God for us. And yet, even 
He, glorified not Himſelf to le an High Prieſt, 2 


C2 I 
he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, &c. Thou 
art a High-Prie#t for ever, after the Order of Mel. 
chiſedeck. V r 
The Reaſons of this great Honour due to the 
Clergy under all Difpenſations, are chiefly theſe 
two, tho' it were eaſie to bring many. ff. The 
near Relation they have to God, as being in his 
| ſtead to his People, and as being in their ſtead to- 
wards God, ſeemeth it a ſmall thing to you, ye ſons 
of Levi? faith Moſes, That God hath choſe you to 
be near to himſelf, &c. The ſecond Reaſon is given 
by our Apoſtle, 1 Thef. xii. Ver. 13. And we beſeech 
you brethren, to know them which labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you ; and 
to eſteem them very highly in love, for their Mort s 
ſake. And, Hb. xiui. 17. Obey them that have the 
rule over joa; and to ſubmit your ſelves, for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give account, 
wat they may do it with Toy and not with Grief, for 
that is unprofitable for you. I pray God, that what 
is {aid on this Head from His Word, may prevail 
with my Hearers to pay thoſe Dutiful Regards 
they owe toall thoſe that are over them iz the Lord, 
that will turn to the beſt Account to the People, 
when their Paſtors give Account with Joy, and 
not Complaint. Sn = 
And as for the Clergy, Is their Poſt ſo exceed- 
ing Honourable? Then let them bediligent in per- 
forming all the Offices of their Sacred Function, 
let them both by their Life and Doctrine, ſer 
t forth the Glory of God, and ſet forward the Sal- 
3 ration of all Men. Seeing we have this Miniſtry; 
n as we have receiv'd Grace, let us not faint, but re- 
nounc ing the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walkiag * 
RD | B 2 i - 
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cut, much leis in Oppoſition to them. 


(8) 


in craftinefs, nor handling the Word of God deceit- 


Tub, but by manifeſtation of the truth, let us com- 


mend our ſelves to every man's Conſcience, in the 


ſight of God, and then if 1/rael be gather*d, we ſhall 


have great cauſe of rejoicing, if not, yer ſhall our 
reward be with the Lord; for we are anto God 4 
ſweet ſavour of Chri#t in them that are ſav'd, and 


lu them that periſh ; to the one, we are the ſavour of 


Death unto Death, and to the other, the ſavour of 
Life anto Life; Who is ſufficient for theſe things ? 
r 
The ſecond Head, that Epiſcopa! Ordination 
only can confir the ſacred Office of the Miniſtry. 
Under the Jewiſh Oeconomy, there were three 
Orders of Miniſters appointed by God, the High 
Prieſt, the Prieſts and Levites. And it has been 
obſerv'd by diverſe of the Fathers, that the Or- 
ders of Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons ſuc- 
ceeded them, Quod Aaron et filit ejus atque Le- 
vite in Templo faerant, hoc Sibi Epiſcopi, Presbyteri 
atque diaconi vendicent in Eccleſia. The fame 
Ranks which Aaron, his Sons and the Levites 
held under the Law, do the Biſhops, Presbyters 
and Deacous hold in the Chriſtian Church; as 


St. Jerome affirms in his Epiſtle to-Evagrizs, and 


before him Clemens Romanus in his to the Corim 
_ | . „„ ͤöX⁊9᷑7-⸗ 
I ſhall endeavour to ſhew both from the Scrip- 
tures, and earlieſt Fathers, as far as the time 
will allow me, the ſuperior Authority, Powers 
and Rights of che Biſhops to all other Church 
Oflicers, eſpecially in Ordination and Juriſdicti- 
on, and tliat none have Power to Ordain with» 


To 


To begin then with the Scriptures, you are to 
take notice, that Our Bleſſed Saviour, during 
the Courſe of his Miniſtry on Earth, ſuſtain'd 
the place of the High Prieſt and Biſhop, and 
is called by both theſe Names, as appears 
from Heb. iv. 14. and 1 Pet. ii. 21. and un- 
der him were the Apoſtles, and below them 
the LXX Diſciples. This anſwers to the High 

Prieſt, Prieſts and Levites under the Moſaical 
Diſpenſation. After his Aſcenſion, and his ſend- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt, his Gifts were plentifully 
beltowed on his Church, as appears from Epheſ. 
iv. and 2 Cor. xii. where it is as clear as the 
Light, there were Supream, and many Subor- 
dinate Officers in the Church, and among the 
laſt different Degrees. But ſeeing ſome of theſe 
were Temporary, I will endeavour to make ap- 
pear, that the Apoſtles conſtituted and ordain'd 
Biſhops, to ordain Presbyters and Deacons, and 
to govern them and Churches committed to 
their Charge; and in that Character, to be ſuc- 
ceeded to by others, to the end of the World. Hege- 
ſippus tells us , That the Apoſtles con- + Euſeb. Huff 
ſticuted James Biſhop of Jeraſalem, and cel. l.. e. Ja. 
after him, Simeon Cleopas, ho both were near Kinſ- 
men of our Bleſſed Saviour. In the firſt and fa- 
mous Council of Jeraſalem recorded, Acts xv. in 
which ſeveral of the Apoſtles were preſent, it may 
be taken for granted, that St. James preſided, from 
Ver. 19, wherefore, ſays he, my Sentence is, &c. to 
which, the Apoſtles and Elders with the whole 
Church agreed, Ver. 28, 29. In Chap. xxi. 18, 23. 
we have another undeniable Inſtance of St, James's 
Pre-eminency. In this Matter the Eccleſiaſtical 
JW O0Fvoa 


t 40} 
" Hiſtorians agree. As the exceptions made againſt 
this are trifling, ſo it would be too tedious to take 
notice of them here. I ſhall proceed then to other 
Inſtances, which are unexceptionable and full to 
my purpoſe, which is to ſhew, that Epiſcopal Or- 
dination and Juriſdiction have expreſs Warrant in 
Holy Writ. The firſt of which, ſhall be that in Tit. 
i. 5. For this caaſe, faith St. Paul to Titas, ordain'd 
the firſt Biſhop of the Church of the Cretiaus, left 
J thee is Crete, that thou ſhoaldſt ſet in order the 
things that are wanting, or left undone, and Ordain 
Elders in every City, as I bad appointed thee, The 
large Iſland of Crete, now call'd Candia, very po- 
pulous, having in it no leſs than a Hundred Ci- 
ries, for which cauſe, it had the Name of EFem- 
polis. was committed to the care and overſight of 
of Titus, who was to Ordain Elders or Presbyters 
in every City of that large Dioceſs. I'is no leſs 
evident from this Text, that Titas had the Pow- 
er of Ordination, than it is throughout the Epiſtle, 
that he had the power of Juriſdiction and Go- 
vernment. He was to ſet Church- matters in or- 
der, he was to judge of the Qualifications of the 
Candidates for the Holy Miniſtry, he was to ſtop 
the mouths of the Unruly, and Vain-talkers and 
Deceivers, to rebate with all Authority, and to 
reject Hereticks after the firſt and ſecond Admo- 
nition. Tis Litas, I ſay, that had this Power 
and Authority, and neither the Clergy nor Peo- 
ple under his Care. Let me then ask my late 
Brethren the Diſſenters, how they came by fuch 
Powers? Who can ſtop the Mouths of Deceivers, 
and purge Hereticks out of the Church but the 
Biſhops * To them, it appears both from whar 
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is ſaid, and other Scriptures, was committed the 
plenitude of Power, Deceivers and Hereticks 
are generally knowing and cunning Men, their 


Leaders at leaſt, and can eaſily find the Vanity 


En) Þ 


and groundleſs Pretenſions of unauthoriz'd 


Preachers to cenſure them. They will likewiſe 
find many of them to be poor illiterate Me- 


chanicks, and which is worſe, unſound in their 
Doctrine, Falſe-Teachers, Antinomians, preaching 
up in this City Free- Grace to the Deſtruction of 


Good Works, which we ought. carefully to main- 
tain : For as the Body without the Spirit i dead, fo 
Faith without Works is dead alſo, Jam. ii. 26, 
The next Inſtance I ſhall bring for Epiſcopal 
Ordination and Juriſdiction ſhall be in Tizzethy, 
ſettled by St. Paul ar Epheſus. St. Paul inſtructs 


bim fully how to acquu himſelf in every Part of 
his Epiſcopal Office, and to make full Proof of his 


Miniſtry, 1 Tim. v. 22. Lay hands ſaddealy on 


no man, wither be partaker of other mens ſins, keep 


thy ſelf pure. The Diſſenters themſelves allow 


this Text to be under ſtood of Ordination, which 
was always ſolemnizd with che Ceremony of 
Impalſit ion of Hands. The Offces to which Ti- 


mot hy was to ordain were thoſe of Presbyters and 
| Deacons, The Qualifications required of ſuch as 
were to be promoted, are fully tet forth by the 


Apoſtle, as are the Duties they were obliged 


faithfully to perform, 'throughout the whole 
Courſe of their Miniſtry. But in regard, that 


through the Corruption and Frailty of Men, and 
the Temptations of the Devil and the World, 
even ſome of them, who were ſolemnly ſet apart 
for Hply Offices, might degenerate, and be- 
7" D 7 +: 0; $190 oy 


Affairs of a Church depends chiefly on the Care 


"Cal. 


eome unworthy, not only of their Stations, but 


givesT7mothy the power of Diſcipline, 1 Tim. v. 19. 
"Againſt an Elder receive no accuſation, bat before 
two or three witneſſes, and ver. 20. Them that {in 


rebuke, & c. The hearing of Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, 
the receiving or rejecting of Accuſations brought 
againſt Presbyters, the examining of Witneſſes, 
and giving Judgment after full 1 are De- 


monſtrations of the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, and 
the power of Diſcipline in Tiasothß. 
By this time I think I have ſufficiently made 
appear from the Holy Scriptures, that the power of 
Ordination and Juriſdiction belong to the Bi- 
ſhops. And ſeeing at the mouth of two or three 
Witneſſes every matter is Eſtabliſhd, I take tbe 
Truth J aſſert, to be as ſully prov'd as the Wir- 
neſſes F have brought, which are St. James, Timo- 
thy and Titus, are unexceptionabwe. 
But becauſe my former Brethren and Friends 
demand Scripture-proofs for every thing on the 
Church's fide, I ſhall add one more from the An- 
gels of rhe Seven Churches mention'd in the firſt 
three Chapters of the Revelation of St. John the 
Divine. I ſee no Reaſon to doubt of their having 
the ſame Power with thoſe T have already named. 
1 Tis evident from the Epiſtles writ- 
ad Apol. &. ten to them; and Blonde! * himſelf 
that they owns, were accountable 
for what Male-Adminiſtrations happen'd in their 
reſpective Churches. But this could not have been, 
if Ordinatioas could have been perform'd with- 
out them. For the right Adminiſtration of the 


that 


that is taken, that her Officers be worthy Men, fic 
for their Employments, and, conſequently, they 
muſt have been-Qrdaig'd by, and ſubject to thoſe 
Angels, who ſtood accountable for their Behaviour. 
The Diſſenters object, as to the Scripture Period, 
which Ihave hitherto inſiſted on, the ſeeming pro- 
miſcuous uſe of the Words Biſhop and Presbyrer, or 
Elder. Tho' this Object ion hardly deſerves any 
Anſwer, yet I think my ſelf obliged to expoſe the 
Weakneſs of it, becauſe too many have the Mis- 
fortune to be impos'd on by it. Should the promiſe 
cuous uſe of Words infer all to whom they are ap- 
ply'd to be of the fame Order, then the Apoſtolical 
Order would be levelled with the Orders of Preſ- 
byters and Deacons, which is abſurd. St. Peter, 1 Ep. 
v.1. calls himſelf an Elder, and St. Paul deſigns 
himſelf and all the Apoſtles, Deacons of the New 


Teſtament, 1 Cor. 111. 6. Nay, Rom. XV. 8. our 


Bleſſed Saviour is called a Deacon, for Minifter 
and Deacon are the {ame in the Greet; ſo is Em- 
pzror and General in the Latin the fame, and yet 
no Man in his right Wits will ſay, that every 
General of an Army is an Emperor, I grant, 
that in thoſe Churches where any Apoſtle reſi- 
ded, commonly they held the Government in 
their own Hands, and ſo only Presbyters and 
| Deacons under them. And, in other Places, 
where the Converts were few, a Biſhop and 
Deacons might do the Work without Presby ters. 
gut Epiphanius, againſt Aerius, tells us, Becauſe 
the Preaching was new--- All Things could not be 
ſettled by the Apoſtles at once, and where none were 
Found fit to be Prieſts, they were contented with 4 Bi- 
Hop, who could not be without his Deacons for Mini- 
a „„ ſtrationg 
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( 14) 
ſtrations; but the Church was not yet compleated in 
its Offices, ſince nothing is perfect at firſt, but, in 
proceſs of Time, all that it needs was fixed. But 
the Inſtances I have given are of complear 
Churches, which had all the Three Orders of 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, I grant, every 
Biſhop is a Presbyter, but no Presbyter as ſuch, 
is a Biſhop, for the ſuperior includes the inferior, 
but it can never hold on the contrary. | | _ 
But the chief ObjeQion againſt the Neceſſity 
of Epiſcopal Ordination is taken from 1 Tim. iv. 
14. Neglett not the Gift that is in Thee, which 
was given Thee by Prophecy, with the Laying on of 
the Flands of the Presbytery, This is the only 
Text that can be brought to countenance Preſ- 
byterian Ordination. But this will not anſwer 
their Purpoſe, for ſuppoſing the Tipzofu]eetov was 
a Senate, how can it be made appear to be a Se- 
nate of ordinary Presbyters? St. Chryſoftom, 
and divers of the Pathers are poſitive that it was 
not: Aud their Rea ſon is, that Timo hy was a 
Biſhop, and it was never heard that Presbyters - 
could ordain a Biſhop. The Presbyterians, to 
avoid Timothy's being a Biſhop, ſay he was an 
Evangeliſt, that 1s, an extraordinary Officer, 
But then, how could ordinary Presbyters Or- 
dain him? Could they, or any beſides God, or 
ſuch as have an extraordinary Commiſſion from 
him, give a Commiſſion to repreſent him extra- 
ordinarily ? But that it was no ordinary Pres- 
byterial Ordination, appears from 2 Tim, i. 6. 
St. Panl laid on his Hands, which makes it ſo far 
irom a Presbyterial Ordination, that it's the Pa- 
tern of an Epiſcopal One, by a Biſhop, with the 

Afdiltanac 


(15) 
Aſſiſtance. of Pr esbyters + For you will allow 
St. Paul to be above them, both in Order and 
Power. But Calvin, with divers of the Ancients 
underſtands the Presbytery not to ſignify a Col- 
lege of Presbyters, but Donum Presbyteratas, the 
Gift of the Presbyterate, and ſo the Text may be 
render'd, Neglect wot the Gift of the Presbyterate, 
which is in thee, and which was given thee by Prophecy, 
with the laying oF of Hands, What J have ad, 
ſufficient to ſhew, it was no Presbyterial Ordina-- 
Ii tion; the Gift was conferr'd by the laying on of 
I St. Paul's Hands, (a) and only (pin) with the 
» | laying on of the Presbytery, „ 
i Having made appear, from the Holy Seriptures, 
the Order and Powers of Biſhops, as ſuperior to 
| all other ordinary Church Officers, 7 go on to 
. | ſhew that they were to continue in all Ages of 
| | the Church: Lo! I am with you alway, even unto 
 'Þ 74e end of the World, Mat. xxviii. 20. It could 
I not be the Apoſtles perſonally only to whom our 
, || Blefſed Saviour gave this Promiſe, for none of 
them did live much above One Age, but to them 
1 


and their Succeſſors, the Biſhops, who in a re- 
gular Succeſſion, were to continue to the End of 

the World. The Apoſtles did ordain Biſhops in 
the Churches they planted, As xiv. 23. and 

they again were to commit the ſame Office and 
Truſt to other faithful men, who ſhall be able ta 
teach others, 2 Tim. ii. compare this with 1 Tim. 
*. 18. for, as Grotius, on Mat. xxviii. 20. ob- 

ſer ves, ſeeing this Promiſe extends to the End of 
the World, and the Apoſtles were not to live fo 
long, no doubt CHriſt here, under the Perſon of the 
Apoſtles, deſigns alſo ir PR in ens. : 
| ON 2 cf 
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Let us proceed now and fre what the Judg- 
ment of the Earlieſt Fathers was as to our Point. 
St. Clement of Rome, ( who was co-temporary 
with St. Peter and St. Paul, Two great Apoſtles? 
and Pillars of the Church, whom St. Paul, in his 
Epiſtle to the Philippians, calls his Fellom-Labour- 
er, whoſe Name is in the Book of Life, who, as 
T heodoret writes, laid St. Peter's Head in the 

Grave, and ſucceeded both in his See and Mar- 

tyrdom) tells us in his Epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
ans, that The Apoſtles preathing in Countries and 
Cities, ordained the Firſt- Fruits of them ( proving 
them by the Spirit) Biſhops and Deacons of ſuch as 
ſbould believe. Neither was this any new thing: 
For, lays he, it was ſaid of Biſhops and Deacons, 
many Apes ago, I will conſtitute their Biſhops 
in Righteouſneſs, and their Deacons in Faith, 
He ſays afcerwards, The Apoſtles knew, by 
« our Lord Jeſws Chrift, that there ſhould, 
< Contentions ariſe upon the Account of the E- 
E piſcopate. And therefore having a perfect Fore- 
« Knowledge of this, they appointed Perſons, 
as we have before ſaid ; and then gave Di- 

„erection, when they ſhould die, how other 
« choſen and approved Men ſhouid ſucceed in 

„their Miniſtry. 3 85 . 
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Z3o from this Apoſtolical Father we have the 
Ordination of 3 by the Apoſtles aſſerted, 
and that Care was taken by tliem io {Toure a Suc- 
ceſſion of Biſhops, according to 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
St, Polycarp, the Angel of the Charch of Smirnd, 
ſha? he the next: The Inſcription of his Epi- 
ſtle to the Philip iaus, bears that it comes from | 


bim and the Preb;ierswith him; and in the Epiſtle 
| 1 
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it ſelf, there are ſeveral Things relating to the 
Behaviour of Presbyters and Deacons, which, tho? 


to my Purpoſe, I have not Time to dwell on 
them. The Church of Smirua, in her Epiſtle 


on the Martydom of St. Pohycarp, has theſe re- 


markable Words, He was 4 traly Apoſtolical and 


Prophetical Teacher, and Biſhop of the Catholick 
Church at Smyrna. 1 


Co- temporary with Polycarp, the Diſciple of 
St. John, and as Ireneus ſays, ordained Biſhop of 


Smyrna by the Apoſtles, was Ignatius, Biſhop 


of Antioch, whoſe Character is given in the 
Account of his Martyrdom, That he was « Max in 


All things like unto the Apoſtles. He ſpeaks plain- 


ly throughout his Epiſtles of Three diſtinct Or- 
. in the Churches he writes to, to wit, Bi- 
ſhops, Presbyters and Deacons: For Inſtance; 
in that to the Trallians, he takes notice, That 
they were fubje& to their Biſhop as to Jeſus 
ce Chriſt --without your Biſhop you ſhould do 
& nothing. Alſo be ſubject to your Presbyters, 
«as to the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt. And in 


* gect. 3: In like manner, ſays he, Reverence the 


© Deacons as Jeſus Chriſt; and the Biſhops as 
the Father; and the Presbyters as the Sanhe- 
& Ay im of God; without theſe there is no Church, 
Ia his Epiſtle to the Philadelphians, *Attend to 
ce the Biſhop, to the Presbytery, and to the Dea» 
cons. In his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, It will 


become you to run according to the Will of 
 * Four Biſh 


op, as alſo you do---Let us take heed 
ce therefore, that we do not ſet our ſelves againſt 


„our Biſhop, that we may be the Servants of 


God. | 


- cy: - 3 

I ſhall only add one Paſſage more from this 
holy Biſhop and Martyr's Epiſtles, and it is out of 
that to the Mag neſians. It is therefore fitting, ſays 
© he, that we ſhould not only be called Chriſti- 
< 2ns, but beſo: As ſome call their Governor 
“ Biſhop, but yet do all things without him. But 
& can never think, that ſuch as theſe have a good 
« Conſcience, ſeeing they are not gather'd toge- 
ther according to Gods Commandment : I 
Recommend theſe things to the ſerious Conſide- 
ration of my Diſſenting Brethren, and Ipray God, 
to give them a right underſtanding in all things. 

Ob good God! ſays a famous Writer, ſpeaking 
of St. Ignatia; If thy bleſſed Martyr Ignatius 
no liv'd, and ſaw the Inſolencies, how would 
he think, that he himſelf had fallen among 
worſe Beaſts than thoſe that were prepar'd for 
Iræneus Biſhop of Lyons, who in his Younger days 
convers d with St. Pohcarp, and Flouriſh'd about 
the Year of Our Lord 180 ſays, iii. Chap. of 
his III. Book, We can reckon thoſe Biſhops, 
« who were Conſtituted by the Apoſtles in the ſe- 
„ veral Churches, and their Succeſſors, all the way 
“to our own Time, who neither taught or knew 
e any ſuch Doctrines as theſe Hereticks [ Valenti- 
« zians] have dream'd ; and if the Apoſtles knew 
any ſuch hidden Myſteries, they would cer- 
« tainly have deliver'd them chiefly to thoſe to 
& whom they committed rhe Churches them- 
4 ſelves. Here is a plain Teſtimony for the Apo- 
ſtolical Iuſtitution of Bifhops, and their Succeſs 
ſion. £1 Fe 10 


5 
He affirms, that the Apoſtles left the Biſhops 
their Sacceſſors, giving them their own Power and 
Authority, Lib. iii. C. 4. And again, The true 
Doctrine is that of the Apoſtles. according to the 
Succeſſion of the Biſhops, to whom they committed the 
Churches every whore. And again he tells us, that 
the Hereticks were much later than the Biſbops, 
wbom the Apoſtles entruſted with the Churches, That 
they derivꝰd their Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, who 
with the Succeſſion of the Biſhoprick recetved the true 
gift | Chariſma ] of the Truth, according to the 
will of the Father. Here the Epiſcopal and Apo- 
ſtolical Dignity are one in the Language of Jre- 
uæus. 1 
Tertullian in his Book, De Baptiſmo, Chap. 17. 
ſays, That the Biſhop had the Power of giving 
« Baptiſm, and after him the Presbyters and 
* Deacons, but yet not without the Authority of 


| * the Biſhop, which is ncceſſary for the Honour 


and Peace of the Church. And De præſcript adver- 
ſas Hereticos, Chap. 32. He challenges the Here- 
ticks of his Time, “to ſhow the beginning of their 
„Churches, heSucceſſion of theirBiſhops from the 
« beginning, deriv ing from the Apoſtles, or Apo- 
*« ſtolical Men. For after this manner the Apoſto- 
lick Churches reckon, as the Church of Smyras 
 & lays Polycarp, was placed in it by St. John, and 
Clemens by St. Peter in Rome. Many more Cita- 
tions from the Fathers might be brought to Con- 
firm this Truth, as Jaſtin Martyr, Origen, and St. 

Cyprian, but the Time will not allow); and that is 
done to the full, by the Learned Author of a Book 
Iatitle, TH! Principles of the Cyprianick Age. And 
beſides rhe cliict Advocates tor Presbyterial Ge- 
fo ES Vern MEAT. 


” Tay . 
vernment, allow Epiſcopacy to have been in the 
Church before St. Cypriaz's Time, who ſuffered 
Martyrdom in theYear of Our Lord 258. Beſides, 
we have the unanimous Conſent of the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Hiſtorians, Eaſebius and others, who give ac- 
count of the firſt planting of Chriſtianity, and 
brought down the Hittory of the Church to their 
own Times: They give us the Names of thoſe 
that were over the then famous Churches of Je- 
ruſalem, Antioch, Rome and Alexandria, and the 
Succeſſion of them all along. 

The Diſſenters, as well as we, believe ſome things 
there are no greater Evidenccs for, than there is 
for Epiſcopacy: To Inſtance in the Canon of the 
Holy Scripture, that ſuch Books of it were Penn'd 
by ſuch inſpired Writers: That ſuch a Goſpel, to 

wit, St. Mark's, or ſuch an Epiſtle, St. James 8, 
or St. Jade's, or any other ought to be receiv'd, 
as Canonical Scripture, there is no greater Evi- 
dence than is brought for Epiſcopacy. There's 
a deal of Evidence in the Apoſtolical Monuments 


for Epiſcopacy, but none for the Canonicalneſs of |, 


the named Goſpel or Epiſtles. The Canonical 
Books were not ſeparated from the Apocryphal, 
till after the deceaſe of all the. Apoſtles, that is, 
till the ſecond Century, Nay the Learned tell 
us, that ſome Books were not univerſally re- 
ceiv'd even in the Third; it was only a few Men 
that could be Judges, that ſuch and ſuch Books 
were Written by Perions Divinely Inſpired, | 
compared with thoſe that could not but know, 
what Form of Government was inſtituted by the 
Apoſtles, and continy'd . from their time in 
the Churches. Every Man may be * to 

15 | ; 2 now 
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them to name any other Ordination than Epiſcopal, that 


know the Government of his Country, even before, 
as well as inhis own Time, whether it is Monarchi- 
cal, or that of Common- wealth, tho they be Stran- - 
gers to the Statute- Books. But after all, if Men will 
be Contentious, and ſhut their Eyes againſt the clear- 
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eſt Light, there is no more to be ſaid to them, but 


what the Apoſtle ſays, to the Contentious and Shiſ- 
matical Corint biant, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, nor 
the Churches of God. F 
My Third Head is, That no Diſſenters from the E. 
piſcopal Church, have the Power of conferring Orders; and 
conſequently they cannot authorize any to Preach, or Admi- 


niſter the Sacraments. | 


The ſerious Conſideration of this, made me unea- 
ſy when I was a Diſſenting Teacher, and had good 
Encouragement among them; and the Conviction 1 
at laſt receiv'd of the Truth of this Doctrine, after a 
diſintereſted Enquiry, and reading the beſt Authors I 
could meet with on both ſides, made me leave the 
Diſſenters, and beg to be receiv'd into the Church. 
I bleſs God for the Satisfaction and Peace of my Mind. 
that my Reconciliation to the Church has given me; 
and I doubt not, but if my other Diſſenting Bre- 
thren, would bring themſelves to lay aſide Prejudice, 
Intereſt and Party, and ſearch impartially for Truth, 


they would follow my Example, and find the: Com- 
forn o oh 8 . 


Having already prov'd Epiſcopal Ordination from the 
Holy Scriptures and earlieſt Antiquity, and that ho- 
ly Orders continued to be given afterwards by the 
Biſhops of the Churches, in a regular Succeſſion front 
the Apoſtles, and that no Ordination was perform'd 
without an Apoſtle or Biſhop ; I think the Conſe: 
quence is clear, that Diſſenters have no valid Orders. 
A ſtraight Line is a Rule both for ſtraight and crook- 
ed Lines ; ſo the Eſtabliſhing of Epiſcopal Ordination in 
the Manner I have done, quite overthrows the 
groundleſs Pretenſions of the Diflenters. I Challenge 


We 
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was approv'd of in any regularly Conſtituted Church, 
for the firſt 1 500 Years ; or to find any Church within 
that Time, whoſe Hiſtory is clearly given by ap: 
prov'd Hiftorians, who had ſufficient Means to know 
the Facts that they relate, that was without Biſhops to 
Ordain in it, and to govern it. Is not the Succeflion 
of Biſhops in the famous Churches of Feruſalem, Anti- 
och, Alexandria, Epheſus, Conſtantinople and Rome, as 
well as of many other Churches, clearly deliver'd to 
us by the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, and other Writers. of en- 
tire Credit? Is not Epiſcopal Ordination and their Pow- 
er of Juriſdiction, plainly declared by the Apoſtolical 
Canons, and the molt celebrated General Councils? 
Are not all Ordinations without a Biſhop againſt the 
Canons and Conſtitutions of Councils univerſally 
Condemn'd ? Nay even Yerowe himſelf, who ſhew'd 
ſome Peeviſhneſs againſt the Biſhops, reſerves: the 
Power of Ordination to the Biſhop: Tertullians Argu- 
ment againſt the Hereticks, is as concluſive againſt 
the Diſſenters, None of the Hereticks, ſays he, were able 
to (hew, that their Churches were Founded, or their Firſt 
"Biſhops ordain'd by auy Apoſtle, or any Apeſtolick Perſon, 
perſevering in Communion with the Apoſtles, yet this was the 
way the Apoſtolick Churches, (pray take notice) obſerv'd 
in their Reckonings ; and he inſtances in Smyrna and 
Rome. Nay. in this Matter, the Diſſenters out-run 
thoſe Hereticks, who were not againſt Biſhops, but 
only againſt Orthodox Biſhops. Aerizs, even amongſt 
the ancient Hereticks, ſtands by himſelf alone in this 
Point. How zealous were the Holy Fathers, whoſe 

Words I have cited, for a continued Succeſlion of Bi- 
ſhops ? How can they who have none, have ſufficient 
Orders, or their Sects be reputed Churches? They are 
Self criginated, they take and give Orders themſelves, 
contrary to the Belief and Practice of all the Church- 
es ofChrift before Calvin's Time, Their Work is not 
of Ged, but ef Men, againſt the Inſtitutions of God, 
and the Practice cf the Chriftian Churches in all 
Ages and Places, and therefore u muſt come to nought : 
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The Rule of Yincentin: Lirinenſu, Quod ſemper, quod ubique 


quod ab omnibus creditum eſt, hoc were, proprieque cat bolicum 


eft. That it truly and properly a Catholick Doctrine, which 
wos believ d always, every where, aud by all. This is plainly 


the Caſe of Epiſcopacy, and therefore Presbyterian, In- 
dependent, Anabaptiſtical, and other diſſenting Ordina- 


tion and Government, which never was known or 


receiv d in any Church for 1509 Years from our Bleſ- 


ſed Sayiour, muſt be Anti-catholick and Antichriſti- 


an. And thus I think the Third Head is ſufficiently 


cleard, That Diſſenters bave no Ordination. 


. ” * 4 


the many Diviſions and Sub-diviſions which are a- 
mongſt them, and no Agreement as to the Point of 


OR DINATION. The Anabaptiſt: deny the 


Validity of the Ordination among the Presbyterians, 


and the Presbyterzans deny the Ordinations both of the 


 Tadependents and Anabaptiſts ; ſo that the Ordinations of 


one Set of. Diſſenters is condemn'd by all the reſt, 
and all of them by all the Churches of Chrift. And as 
there is a Nullity in their Orders, none of them can 
adminiſter Sacraments with ſpiritual Effects, Seal 
God's Covenant, Bind or Looſe, Remit, or Retain 
Sins, for which Ends our Bleſſed Saviour has provi- 
ded his Church with an Authoriz'd-Miniftry, to con- 


tinue to the End of the World, I ſhall conclude this 
Head with the Words of the Learned Biſhop Taylor, to 


whoſe Writings I have been much obliged for diſco- 
vering my former Errors. © Tis evident, ſays he, 
** andnotoriousin Scripture,there is no Ordination but 
* an Apoſtolical-Hand was in it, one of the ruling 
* Clergy, and as certain in deſcending Ages, Biſhops 
* always had it in their Power, it was never deny d 
* to the Biſhop, never imputed to che Presbyter. 
'* Nay, St, Terome, in his Heat againit the Biſhops, 


cc 


* Excepted Ordination; ſo theſe that deny Ordinati- 
on to the Biſhops, as a good Writer well expreſſes 
it, They, like Julian their Fore-runner, deſtroy . 
and ſtatrve the Flock, and take away the Shepherds, 
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And yet this further appears, by taking notice of 
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e and the People de 
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* and diſperſe the Paſtors, and tempt God's Provi- 
* dence to Extraordinaries, and put the People to 
cc hard Shifts, and turn the Channels of Salvation 
* quite another way, and leave the Church to a per- 
* petuaF Uncertainty, whether ſhe be alive or dead ; 
Mente of the Life of their Souls, 

* and their Daily Bread, and their Spiritual Com- 
— ins 
All Efhall add on this Head, is, That ſeeing it is 
evident the Diſſenters have no valid Orders, have no 


Right to Preach, Adminifter the Sacraments, . nor 


Power of Diſcipline, their Cenſures' or Anathema's 


can never hurt us that leave them; eſpecially when 
we have no worldly Intereft in our view, nor proſpect 


of mending our worldly Circumſtances, but do it 


purely from Conviction and Conſcience, and to a- 
void Sin in partaking any more in their Sghiſm a- 
g2inft the Church, and in their Oppoſition to what 
we believe to be the Inſtitution of Chriff © 
The Fourth Head I promis d to fpeak to, is, The 
Neceflity of an Outward Call to the Miniſtry, 


Ne mam Faketh this Office to himſelf, but he that is cal- 


led of God. Such as preſume to take this Honour to 
themfelves, are Self-made Miniſters, and come under 
the Curſe of thoſe that run and are not ſent, of whom 
God complains, I have not ſent them, and yet they run, 
XIV. 14. How ſholl they Preach. es cept they be ſent } Rom. 

X. 15. The Church is a viſible Society, called, The 
Kingdom of God; The City of God; 7he Houſhold of Gol; 


_ Toe Polity, which we Tranſlate, the Cimmon-wealth of 


Tirael ; The Body of Chriff: He is the Head of this So- 
ciety, and has appointed Governors and Officers of 
it, and they muſt have an outward: Call to their re- 
ſpective Stations in this Kingdom, this Family. For, 
as One ſays, none goes into @ well-gowern'd Family, and 
ſays, I wilt be Steward here, It was the Sin of FJerobo- 
am, and the ruin of his Houſe, to admit every one 


that would, to be one of his Prieſts. Aaron, as you 


have heard, was ſolemniy called and conſe- 
| | | crated 


P 
- | <crated by the Command of Almighte/ God, to the 
5 |. Prieſthood, and after him, Elaazar his Son and Suc- 
1 cCeſſor, and thus it was to continue until the end of 


— the Legal Prieſthood: And tho the Prieſthood! was 
made Hereditary in that Family, yet ſuch and ſuch 

5 Qualifications were required, without. which they 

1 Could not. be admitted, as you 1 

5 Levitic. xXxi. 17., Ge. And the Blemiſhes w ich | 

is were Impediments of their Confecration. Nay, the 

oy Heathens did not admit. cheir Prieſts without à Call, 

r [as well as the Qualifications, which they judged Ne- 

Y ceſſary. But we have clearly ſet down in the Scrip- 

n tures of the New Teſtament, the Miniſterial Outward 

* Call, firſt: of Chriſ to the Office of being our High- 
it Prieſt, in the Words of our Text, Hy plorified not him. 
„„ felf, &c. After his Baptiſm he was ſolemnly Inaugu⸗ 

a rate into this Office by 'a- Voice from Heaven, the 
at Heavens were open d, and the Spirit of Gad deſcended hikt a | 
|| Dove, and lighted upon him; And lo] a Voice from Hess. 
ie ven, ſaying, This is my. beloved Son, in whom 1 am well | 
7 plenſed, Mat. iii. 163 17. And again, Mast ix. 7. This: 
2 is my beloved Son, bear bim. Our Lord choſe his Ape | 
o | , files. whom he ſent, as his Father ſent him, and LXX- | 
er Diſciples. And the Apoſttes, and their immediate Sue- 
mn ceifors, had the Gift of diſcerning Spirits, chat is, of bibws* * | 
1, ing by In{piration, who were fit for the Miniſbry* 1 Cor. xii. 
N. IITIim. i. 13. and accordingly they choſe and laid their l 
he | Hands onthem The Apoſtles likewife ordaind Dea-' | 
I; | cons, Acts v. But when this Gift of diſcerning Spirits ceasd 
of in che Church, in the After-ages, enquiry was made 
9 into the Doctrine, Lives and Morals, of the Candi- | 
1 dates for the holy Miniſtry. The Firſt General Coun- 
e- cil of Nice, Can. 2. delares, That a Time and à Trial u * 
r, neceſſary to all, before they can be made Clirg- men. And 
nd the Council of Sarde decrees, That Candilates ſhall be 
50 - examind with all Exattneſs and Care-- And undergo Pro- 
wi bation: in the Inferior, before they be admitted to the Superior 
du O. der.—- Since tbe Apoſtle and Di cor of the Gentiles ffr-- 
5 bids the making haſt 7 Or di nat ions, Can. 10. In Confor- 
«4 | 
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mity to the" Apoſtles Rule, and to theſe Councils, 
and the Practice of the Catholick Church. The 
Church of Exgland in her Preface to her Offices of 
Ordination, after her aſſerting the Three Orders 
of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, from the Scriptures 
and Ancient Authors, ſays, © Theſe Three wereever- 
more had in ſuch reverend Eſtimation, that no 
Man might preſume to Execute any of them, ex- 
7 cept he were firſt Calld, Try'd, Examin d, and 
known to have ſuch Qualities as are fequiſite for 
* the ſame; and alſo by Publick Prayer, with Im- 
« poſition of Hands, were approv'd and admitted 
er thereunto by lawfull Authority. Thus we have 
an outward. Call to the ſacred Offices of the Holy 
Miniſtry, brought down from the beginning to 
this Day. e LS Te „„ : 
The Evidence I have —_ produt'd for an out- 
ward Call to the Miniſtry is ſo full and Convincing, 
that J hope it will fatisfy all candid and unprejudiced 
Perſons, tho' much more might be ſaid on this Sub- 
jet. Let the Diſſenters then take this Matter ſeri- 
* ouſly into their Conſideration. Let ſuch of them as 
aſſume the Office of Preachers and Miniſters confider 
what Miſſion they have, and how they will be able to | 
anſwer our Apoſtle's Queſtion, How can they Preach 
except they be ſent ? Let them cofiſider their ſelf aſſu- 
med Authority in ſacred Matters, contrary to tlie 
Practice of the Apoſtolical and Primitive Churches; 
and the whole Catholick Church, for 15009 Years, 
Let them finally conſider the Example of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, the Author both of our Religion and Prieſt- 
hood, in the Words of our Text, bo glorified not bim 
felf, & c. Though, not only all the Treaſures of Wise 
dom and Knowledge, but even the Fullneſs of the Godhead 
dwelt in bim, yet he took not this Office upon him, till 
called of God to it; How then can the Pretences to 
any Gifts impower Men to be Miniſters ?. This is to 
ſer themſelves up above Chriſt. Horrid Blaſphemy * 
Our Bleſſed Sayiour ſays, If 1 honour my ſelf; my pre Ht 


fo wothing; It i 
Flons may 


and from Chriſt all the Honour of Eyangelical Mini- 


try is deriyv d, and the Channel through which it paſ⸗- 
ſes appointed by him, Jobn xx. 21. At my Father ſent 
me, f. end x 
the end. 


Abrabam in their Infancy? And yet the Child that 


was not Circumciſed the Eight Day was to be cut off. 


Theſe likewiſe ſet up corrupt Nature, and exalt unſan- 
&ify'd Reaſon againſt Revelation. The generality of 
Diſſenters are Anti-miniſterialand Anti-magiſtratical. 
Many of their Doctrines are contrary to the Analogy _ 
of Faith, and the Moral Law. Many of them contemn 
Learning, and fo are led away with the error of the 
Wicked. They ſeparate from the Church, and do all 
they can to draw others into their Schiſm; whereas the 
5 Apoſtle bids us mark them that cauſe Diviſions and atoid 
them: And if all good Chriſtians are bound to avoid 
hem, God can not be with them. They are always 
ſor Diviſions, and always divided among themſelves. 
And asI took notice before, they Preach up Free- 
grace to the utter Deſtruction of Good Works, . 
' Wherefore, my dear Friends, let me beſeech you, 


for the Church's ſake, the Pillar and ground of Truth, 


far 


edatildies; than al the RO oy r, 0} Tru pj 
ng them; -tonth' not bei unh things, 5 
receive jou. Beſides, the undontraverte Hof 
Biſhops and Miniſtersof the Church e is not 


| and her ordert people? 1128 


which are as follow, © Wliöfbeyer then with ane = 
K 3 Hands, that is, with unconſecrared Hands, ſhalt. 


— 


* . — che Sacrifice, his Work ſhall be Conſumed, 


Fen . Loſs, and Shame, and Trouble or aur 048 LE 20 * | 


ſe los Chr iſtian, may be led 31:6 the Pay Trac, and bald. 


for the Goſpel's ſake ; | rods Leb fie; lai W Þ 
be — with bivown Blood ; for your predtous Se,. 


"0" 40 i God; Bur yet that unhallowed Smoak ſhall 1 


W ore ſp cially, we Pra 7 for 1 he god Etats of the 
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ſhe Fan amous all the Chriſtian World over, for the learn- 
ing of het Divines, for the moſt Elaborate and 2 5 
ing Preaching; and for che Piety! both of her. a 


Let mis ſum up this Diſte nat f in the Words of © one 8 x 
of: the Learned Doctor's of this renowned Chu rch, A 
* 


n er * 

n 8 
„ . 
N ee yt- 


* dare to Ollidiate in the Minifterial Office, fepargred 


: by God, By Gifts, by Graces, by Publick Orc der, by Aj} 


© an Eſtabliftrd Rite, by the Inſtitution of Fe ut Cal, + | 
ff by the Deſcent of the Hily Gbe?, by the Practice TR | 


8 the Apoſtles, by the Practice of 17 Ages of the Ca: 
0 eh cholick Church 


Reaſon, by Analog gy to the Difcourfes. of all the Af 


— of 1 
h, by the neceſſity of the 1.1 ing by 5 5 4 


ce wife and good Men in the World; that Manz like 


« his Predeceſſor Corb, brings an unha! lowed '£; ener, 


<© which ſhall never lend up à right Cloud of ene 
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à Fire. even the Wrach of God. Which at laſt ſhall 


And when upon his Repentance, Himfelfſhall 8 8 
© yet it ſhall be fo as by Tire, that is, With Danger, 


. Crniun: ing Fire E * 
HG ihall Conciude: 4 with a Petition wy 51 the TO —__ 


Catholick Church; that it way be ſo Cui. ded and govern | | 2 | 
by the Bond Spirit of God,” that all who profe(s and call them" 5 | 


the Faro m Urry of En 1, in rhe Bond LE Peace, and M7 $ 4 
140 75 1 eviiftgfs © of- Ee. 9 - + 9 
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